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STUDENT POLICIES GOALS

Through its policies which affect students, the Board seeks to advance the following goals:

1.

2.

to enhance equal educational opportunities for all students;
to promote faithful attendance;

to ensure that the Constitutional rights of all students as citizens in a democracy have
practical meaning and application;

to develop in students a deep sense of personal responsibility for their actions;
to attend vigorously to matters of student safety, health and welfare;
to deal justly and constructively with all students in matters of discipline and

to help all students feel that they are valued as individual persons in the school
environment.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]

LEGAL REF.: ORC 3313.48

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio
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EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

All students of the District will have equal educational opportunities.

Students have the right to be free from discrimination on the basis of race, sex, marital status,
pregnancy, national origin, citizenship status, physical handicap, criminal record, political
activity, religion, creed or opinion, in all decisions affecting admissions; membership in school-
sponsored organizations, clubs or activities; access to facilities, distribution of funds, academic
evaluations or any other aspect of school-sponsored activities. Any limitations with regard to
participation in a school-sponsored activity will be based on criteria reasonably related to that
specific activity.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]

LEGAL REFS.: Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended in 1972, Title VI; Title VII
Executive Order 11246, 1965, amended by Executive Order 11375
Education Amendments of 1972, Title IX, Pub. L. No. 92-318 (1972)
45 CFR, Parts 81, 86 (Federal Register, June 4, 1975, August 11, 1975)
Education for All Handicapped Children Act of 1975, Pub. L. No. 94-142 (1975)
Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504
ORC 3313.64
OAC 3301-35-02(a)(2)
42 USC 12112, et seq.

CROSS REFS.: AC, Nondiscrimination
ACA, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex
ACB, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Handicap
GBA, Equal Opportunity Employment
IGBA, Programs for Handicapped Students
IGBB, Programs for Gifted and Talented Students
JFA, Student Due Process Rights

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREAS

The Board will determine attendance areas for the various schools of the District. Boundary
lines will be recommended by the Superintendent, who will take into consideration the best use
of school facilities, the equalization of enrollments in classrooms, natural barriers and traffic
hazards and patterns. Except as the foregoing factors influence boundary lines, the area
established should permit each student to attend the school nearest his or her place of residence.

Students are expected to attend the school in the area in which they live, with such individual
exceptions as fall within the Board policy or may be made in the best interests of the student
and/or the school.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]

CROSS REF.: JECC, Assignment of Students to School

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio
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COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE AGES

Under law, children between the ages of six and 18 are of compulsory school age. Every person
of compulsory school age must attend a school which conforms to the Minimum Standards
prescribed by the State Board of Education until one of the following occurs:

1. the person receives a diploma granted by the Board or other governing authority
indicating such student has successfully completed the high school curriculum;

2. the person receives an age and schooling certificate or

3. the person is excused from school under standards adopted by the State Board of
Education pursuant to Ohio law.

The parent, guardian or any other individual having charge of any person that is of compulsory
school age must send such person to school unless he or she is exempt as listed above.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3321.01 et. seq.
3331.02
OAC 3301-35-02

CROSS REFS.: IGBG, Home-Bound Instruction
JEG, Exclusions and Exemptions From School Attendance

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio



File: JEB

ENTRANCE AGE
(Mandatory Kindergarten)

Each child who is five years of age on or before August 1 is eligible to enroll in kindergarten.
Each child who is six years of age on or before August 1 and who has successfully completed
kindergarten is eligible to enroll in the first grade.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]
[Re-adoption date: July 9, 2001]
[Re-adoption date: May 14, 2007]
[Re-adoption date: June 2, 2016]

LEGAL REF.: ORC 3321.01

CROSS REFS.: IKEB, Acceleration
JEA, Compulsory Attendance Ages
JEBA, Early Entrance to Kindergarten

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio



EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN
(Acceleration)

Early Entrance Criteria

The District provides early admission to kindergarten for qualified students. Copies of the
referral forms for evaluation for early entrance to kindergarten are available in each building.
Any student residing in the District may be referred by an educator employed by the District, a
preschool educator who knows the child, the child’s parent/guardian, or a pediatrician or
psychologist who knows the child. The referral shall be made to the principal of the school for
evaluation for possible early admission.

Before a student is evaluated for early entrance, the principal (or his/her designee) of the
school to which the child may be admitted shall obtain written permission from the child’s
parent/guardian.

Evaluations related to referrals submitted to the school principal between August 15th and April
15th, will ordinarily be completed and a written report issued within 45 calendar days of
submission of the referral to the school principal. Evaluations related to referrals submitted to
the school principal between April 16th and August 14th will ordinarily be completed and a
written report issued within 45 days of the start of the school year.

Children referred for early entrance will be evaluated in a prompt manner. The principal of the
school to which the child may be admitted shall convene an acceleration evaluation committee
to determine whether early entrance is appropriate for that child. The acceleration evaluation
committee shall include the following:

1. A parent/legal guardian or a representative designated by the parent/guardian;
2. A gifted education coordinator or gifted education specialist, or, if neither is
available, a school psychologist or a guidance counselor with expertise in the

appropriate use of academic acceleration;

3. The principal or assistant principal of the school to which the child may be admitted
and

4. A teacher at the grade level to which the student may be admitted.
The acceleration evaluation committee shall be responsible for conducting a fair and thorough

evaluation of the student. The acceleration evaluation committee will also consider the
student’s own thoughts on possible accelerated placement in its deliberations.
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Children considered for early entrance shall be evaluated using an acceleration assessment
process approved by the Ohio Department of Education.

A meeting will be conducted with the parent/guardian following the evaluation to inform
him/her of the committee’s decision and, if appropriate, to discuss the results of the evaluation
and the nature of the kindergarten or first grade program.

The parent/guardian will be provided with a written summary of the outcome of the evaluation
process. This notification shall include instructions for appealing the outcome of the
evaluation process.

Appeals must be made in writing to the Superintendent within 30 calendar days of the
parent/guardian receiving the results of the evaluation. The Superintendent or his/her designee
shall review the appeal and notify the parent/guardian of his/her decision within 14 calendar
days of receiving the appeal. The Superintendent or his/her designee’s decision will be final.

If a child is recommended for early entrance, the acceleration evaluation committee will
develop a written acceleration plan for that child. The plan will specify:

1. Placement of the child in the accelerated setting;
2. Strategies to support successful early entrance and
3. An appropriate transition period for accelerated students.

A school staff member will be assigned to oversee the implementation of the acceleration plan
and to monitor the child’s adjustment to the early entrance.

At any time during the transition period, a parent/guardian of the child may request in writing
that the child be withdrawn from the accelerated placement. In such cases, the principal shall
remove the child without repercussions.

Also, at any time during the transition period, a parent/guardian may request in writing an
alternative accelerated placement. In such cases, the principal shall direct the acceleration
evaluation committee to consider other placement options and to issue a decision within 30
calendar days of receiving the request. If the student will be placed in a different setting from
that initially recommended, the acceleration plan shall be revised accordingly, and a new
transition period shall be specified.

At the end of the transition period, the accelerated placement shall become permanent. The

child’s records shall be modified accordingly, and the acceleration plan shall become part of
the student’s permanent record to facilitate continuous progress through the curriculum.
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[Adoption date: June 2, 2016]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3314.06
3314.08
3321.01
3324.01 et seq.
OAC 3301-51-15

CROSS REFS.: IGBB, Programs for Gifted and Talented Students
IKEB, Acceleration
JEB, Entrance Age (Mandatory Kindergarten)
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File: JEBA-E

NORTHWESTERN LOCAL SCHOOLS
Referral for Kindergarten Acceleration (Early Entrance)

Student’s Last Name Student’s First Name Date of Birth
Street Address (Include Apt. No.) City Zip Code Telephone Number
Parent or Guardian's Name Current District
Name of Person Initiating Referral Circle:

Male Female
Student Identification Number Date of Referral Application

1) Does your child have siblings who are currently in school? (Circle) YES  NO
IF yes, list name, date of birth and grade:

2) Has you child demonstrated high ability accelerated performance, and/or talent as compared with same age peers in the following
areas? (Circle all that apply)
Reading Math Science Social Studies Language Arts  Other

3) Please describe how your child has shown exceptional talent in the area(s) marked above.

4) Has your child demonstrated high ability, accelerated performance, and/or talent as compared with same age peers in the following
areas? (Circle all that apply)
Music Art Drama Dance Sports Leadership

5) Please describe how your child has shown exceptional talent in the area(s) marked above.

6) Has your child received a formal professional evaluation/diagnosis for any of the following areas?

*Specific Learning Disability (e.g., Written Language, Math, Reading, Nonverbal, other)? YES NO
*Developmental Disability (e.g., Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome, PDD-NOS, other)? YES NO
*QOther Health Impairment (e.g., ADD, ADHD, other)? YES NO
*Social-Emotional /Psychiatric (e.g., Depression, Bipolar Disorder, OCD, ODD)? YES NO
*Physical (e.g., Visual, Hearing, Motor, Traumatic Injury, other)? YES NO
*Speech and Language Impairment? YES NO
*Other

7) Do you speak more than one language in the home? YES  NO
IF “YES” what languages do you speak in your home?

8) Did your child attend a preschool program? YES NO
Name of School: Dates attended:
Address: Phone:
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Characteristics of children who may benefit from early entrance. (They may not exhibit all characteristics but strong candidates
exhibit more of these characteristics than other children.) Please use your best judgment and rate your child in each of the following

areas using a scale of 1 (indicating low agreement) to 5 (indicating high agreement) .

My child seems advanced beyond other children his/her age in these ways: (1 low-5 high)

Areas of ability/achievement/aptitude/behavior (1 low-5 high)

__ Understand the meanings and use of words better than other children his/her age;
__Is curious about many things and asks questions often;

__Is very good at working puzzles or solving problems;

___ Has a great sense of humor and understands jokes more than other children his/her age;
___Has a good memory and remembers details of conversations or stories;
__Isinterested in difficult concepts such as time and space;

__ Concentrates on certain activities much longer than other children his/her age;
__Reads (and understands text) in picture books or chapter books;

__ Figures out math-related problems better than other children his/her age.

School and academic factors (1 low- 5 high)

__ Enjoys learning new information or skills;

__ Participates in community-sponsored activities such as sports, dance, gymnastics, library and museum programs;
__ Believes he/she is capable of succeeding at new tasks.

Developmental factors (1 low - 5 high)
Has average fine and large motor coordination (e.g., holding a pencil, skipping);
Is able to use the computer to play games or find information.

Interpersonal skills: (1 low - 5 high)

__ Thoughtfully considers feedback and criticism and modifies behavior appropriately;

___ Often behaves in a way that is positive and effective;

__Has good interpersonal skills with same age-peers, with older and younger children and with adults;
__ Has excellent interpersonal relationships with adults in a teaching role.

Attitudes and supports necessary for success in school: (1 low - 5 high)

__ My child is enthusiastic about going to kindergarten;

__ As aparent, [ understand that a child's success in school depends on support provided at home;

_ Asaparent, I am able to give my child additional support to help in his/her transition to a new setting with much
higher academic demands than he/she encountered in preschool;

__ My child did not miss preschool often because of illness or family issues and was eager to attend daily.

Signatures:
Signature of Person Making Referral:

Signature of Person Receiving Referral:

Return Form(s) to Building Principal

5/2016

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio
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NORTHWESTERN LOCAL SCHOOLS

Early Entrance to Kindergarten-Parent Handout

Please review these steps for meeting eligibility criteria for early entrance to kindergarten as
outlined in the lowa Acceleration Scales, Third Edition (IAS), the only process approved by the
Ohio Department of Education. The following respects the Northwestern Local School District
Board of Education Policy for children requesting early entrance to kindergarten who will turn
5 years old after August 1st on the year requesting admission to kindergarten but before
January Ist of that year.

1.  Upon referral, your child will be scheduled to be administered an intelligence test by
the school psychologist.

A. If your child receives a minimum score of 115, the process will include further
evaluation as described in steps two and three.

B.  If your child does not meet this minimum score of 115, the IAS does not
recommend that he/she be considered for early entrance to kindergarten and the
process will be concluded.

2. IF your child receives a minimum score of 115, on an individually administered
intelligence test, he/she will be brought back for further evaluation in the areas of
academic achievement, aptitude and social emotional functioning.

3. An acceleration team consisting of the parent, a school psychologist or gifted
intervention specialist, a District administrator, and a kindergarten teacher will review
data from the Iowa acceleration scale and parental information (which you will be
asked to provide), to determine if your child will be recommended for early entrance
into kindergarten.

4. Results from the lowa Acceleration Scale process and any additional assessments given
to your child will be compiled into a report. A copy of this report will be provided to
you at a meeting explaining the outcome of the evaluation for early entrance, and filed
in your child's permanent file.

***]t is important to note that an intelligence test score of 115 does not automatically qualify
your child for early entrance to kindergarten, it is only a minimum accepted score to qualify for
further evaluations and considerations.

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio
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SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

The District provides free education to District residents between the ages of five and 21 who do
not possess a diploma. Students who do not legally qualify as residents will be required to pay
tuition as established by law and Board policy.

A student is considered a resident of the District if he or she resides with a parent or parents or a
person or government agency with legal custody whose place of residence is within the
boundaries of the District.

New entrants at all grade levels will be required to present at the time of enrollment a birth
certificate or other document as evidence of birth, or a certified copy of any child custody order
or decree, and proof of having received, or being in the process of receiving required
immunizations, and copies of those records pertaining to him or her which are maintained by the
school most recently attended.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.48; 3313.64; 3313.67; 3313.671
3317.08
3319.321
3321.01
OAC 3301-35-03(F)

CROSS REFS.: AFI, Evaluation of Educational Resources
JEE, Student Attendance Accounting (Missing and Absent Children)

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio
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ADMISSION OF HOMELESS STUDENTS

The Board believes that all school-aged students, including homeless students, have a basic
right to equal educational opportunities. Accordingly, the District must enroll each homeless
student in the District in the school determined to be in the student’s best interest. A homeless
student is defined as an individual who lacks fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence
including:

1. a“doubling up” or sharing the housing with another family due to loss of housing,
economic hardship or a similar reason;

2. living in a motel, hotel, trailer park or campground due to the lack of alternative
adequate accommodations;

3. living in emergency or transitional shelters;
4. abandonment in hospitals;
5. awaiting foster care placement;

6. a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for, or
ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;

7. living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or
train stations or similar settings and

8. migratory students.
In compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the District must make
school placement determinations on the basis of the best interest of the student. To the extent
feasible, homeless students are kept in the school of origin unless doing so is contrary to the
wishes of the student’s parent or guardian.
To the extent feasible, the District complies with a request made by a parent(s) regarding
school placement regardless of whether the student lives with the homeless parent(s) or is
temporarily residing elsewhere.
The Board ensures that:

1. itreviews and revises Board policies and regulations to eliminate barriers to the

enrollment, retention and success in school of homeless students;
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File: JECAA
the District does not segregate homeless students into separate schools or separate
programs within a school based on the student’s status as homeless;

it appoints a District liaison who ensures that homeless students enroll and succeed in
school and

homeless students are provided with education, nutrition and transportation services
that are at least comparable to the services provided to nonhomeless students.

Administrators must:

1.

4.

provide documentation/evidence of communication disseminated/posted by the
District;

identify a Homeless Coordinator in the CCIP Address Book;

provide evidence of program/information provided to staff regarding the specific
needs of homeless students and

establish a dispute resolution procedure.

The liaison ensures compliance with the subgrant and coordinates services for homeless
students with local social service agencies and programs, including those funded under the
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act.

A student who ceases to be homeless may continue to receive services until the end of the
period of time for which the service was originally intended to be provided, which may be the
end of the school year or the end of a program cycle.

The District complies with the Ohio Department of Education’s Plan and State and Federal
laws for the education of homeless students.

[Adoption date: August 17, 1999]
[Re-adoption date: August 25, 2008]
[Re-adoption date: July 25, 2011]
[Re-adoption date: December 19, 2011]
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LEGAL REFS.: The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
42 USC Sections 11431 et seq.
ORC 9.60 through 9.62
3313.64(F)(13)
OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06

CROSS REFS.: AC, Nondiscrimination
JB, Equal Educational Opportunities

30f3
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ADMISSION OF NONRESIDENT STUDENTS

In order to be eligible for a free public education in the District’s schools, a student must be the
child of a resident of the District, and must be living with that resident. If legal or permanent
custody or legal guardianship of the child has been granted by a court to a resident of the District
or a government agency within the District, the child is entitled to attend District schools. In
those circumstances, tuition will be paid complying with State law; however, the Board may, by
law, accept a child as a resident for up to 60 days on the sworn statement of an adult resident of
the District that he or she has begun legal custody proceedings.

The following students are exempt from paying tuition in compliance with State law:

1.

a student at least 18 but not yet 22 years of age who resides in the District, lives apart
from his or her parents, supports himself or herself and does not possess a high school
diploma;

a student under 18 years of age who resides in the District and who is married, even
though his or her parents live in another school district;

a child who has a medical condition which may require emergency attention. The
parent of such child must submit to the Board a statement from the child’s physician
certifying that the child’s medical condition may require emergency medical attention;

a student residing with a person other then his or her parents if such student has a parent
serving outside Ohio in the U.S. Armed Services. The student’s parent must file an
affidavit with the Superintendent stating (1) that the parent is serving outside the State
in the U.S. Armed Services, (2) that the parent intends to reside in the District upon
returning to the State and (3) the name and address of the person with whom he or she
is living while the parent is outside the State. This tuition exemption may be granted
only for a period of up to 12 months;

a student who resides with a parent who is planning to either have a home built or has
purchased a home in the District and is waiting for the closing date of the mortgage
loan. The student’s parent must provide the Superintendent with a sworn statement
revealing the location of the house and the parent’s intention to reside there. The parent
must also provide a statement from a home builder, real estate broker or bank officer
confirming that the house construction is planned or is awaiting approval of the
mortgage loan. The period for tuition-free attendance in these cases may extend up to
90 days;
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11.
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File: JECB

a student under the age of 22, who, because of the death of a parent, is residing in a new
school district but wishes to finish the current school year in the District where he or
she attended at the time of the parent’s death. This exemption is subject to the approval
of the Board;

students accepted through the interdistrict open enrollment policy;

a student who is residing with his or her parent under the care of a shelter for victims of
domestic violence;

a student who is not a resident of the District, who does not require special education
and who resides with his or her grandparent(s) may be admitted without tuition,
provided that the Board and the Board of education of the District in which the
student’s parent is a resident enters into a written agreement showing good cause for
the student to be admitted to this District. The grandparent(s) will be required to sign
all consent forms required by the District, even if the child would remain in the legal
custody of the parent or

a student under the age of 22 whose parents move from the District following the
commencement of classes during the student’s senior year may be permitted to attend
school for the remainder of the school year and for one additional semester, provided
the Board has approved such a procedure.

the student is under the age of 22 and the superintendent of the district in which the
student is entitled to attend (the student’s district of origin) enters into a contract with
the superintendent of the district into which the student wishes to enroll, consenting to
the attendance of the student in this District, or the superintendent of that District
specifies that the purpose of such attendance is to protect the student’s physical or
mental well-being or to deal with other extenuating circumstances deemed
appropriate by the superintendent.

Although the Board does not normally allow the attendance of nonresident students, applications
from nonresidents to attend the schools on a tuition basis may be considered if space is available.
The amount of tuition will be set annually by the State, based on a per student cost determined in
compliance with Ohio law.

The Board will not waive the payment of tuition, except:

when agreements have been established with other boards of education to serve their
students in vocational or special education classes on a cooperative basis, as permitted
by law or
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2. when foreign exchange students, sponsored under an approved exchange program,
reside in the District temporarily.

In all cases, specific Board permission to waive tuition must be obtained in each individual case.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]
[Re-adoption date: January 9, 2007]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3311.211
3313.64; 3313.644; 3313.65
3317.08
3327.04; 3327.06
OAC 3301-35-03
3301-42-01
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ADMISSION OF NONRESIDENT STUDENTS

The Board may admit, on a tuition-free basis, any nonresident of the District not otherwise
eligible to be admitted who meets the criteria set forth under this regulation. The Board reserves
the right to impose the following restrictions or limitations upon eligibility:

1.

residents who have not been granted a high school diploma (except in the case of a
resident who is applying for participation in a vocational education program where the
resident was granted a high school diploma while enrolled in a special education
program);

the class or program is currently operating;

the amount of instruction per individual does not exceed 2000 hours;

the Superintendent of the District through which the class or program is administered
has the authority to admit (such as in the case of a vocational program) and

the residents are enrolled in appropriate educational experiences intended to lead to:
A. high school graduation;

B. completion of the general educational development (GED) test;

C. employment or

D. the resident is employed by the District and seeks admission to a vocational

program related to his or her position with the Superintendent’s approval on the
basis that the class or program is related to the employee’s position.

In determining whether to admit individuals under this regulation, the Board considers factors
such as the following:

1.

2.

availability of space in the classes or programs;

extent to which the classes or programs may need to be modified to accommodate
applicants;

anticipated success of applicants in the classes or programs as determined by a
recognized assessment procedure;
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4. financial impact;
5. rules of conduct for admission into, and retention in, classes or programs;

6. the possible impact of any prior felony convictions or other activities of the applicant
which could have an adverse effect on other students;

7. aselection process to determine class or program placement when eligible applicants
exceed available space and

8. aprocess for appealing decisions related to admission or retention in a class or program
to the Board.

The Board may admit into its vocational education program, or the one in which it participates,
on a tuition-free basis and without regard to age any nonresident of the District who, at the time
of being granted the high school diploma was enrolled in a special education program approved
by the State Board of Education or the Department of Developmental Disabilities.

No student is accepted who is on suspension or expulsion from the district of residence.

Non-Resident Students

Non-resident students are accepted in the District only after the following guidelines have been
met:

1. The student must have an acceptable attendance record at his/her previous school(s).

2. The student must have an acceptable behavior/discipline record at his/her previous
school(s).

3. The student should have an academic record that reflects an acceptable grade point
average in his/her previous school(s).

4. No student is considered for tuition status if, as determined by the Superintendent, the
student/teacher class ratio cannot absorb additional students.
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5. Special education students are considered on an individual basis through state-
established programs such as the Peterson Scholarship and Autism Scholarship
provisions.

6. The Board retains the right to revoke at any time the tuition status of any student for
reasons related to discipline, poor attendance or any violation of the state code of
conduct.

(Approval date: May 9, 1994)
(Re-approval date: January 9, 2007)
(Re-approval date: November 18, 2013)

30of3

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio



File: JECBA

ADMISSION OF EXCHANGE STUDENTS

The Board believes that one of the most effective vehicles for improving international
understanding is communications among the individuals of various nations. Accordingly, the
Board endorses the involvement of high school students and their families in recognized
foreign exchange student programs. The Superintendent and administrative staff are
responsible for developing regulations to direct the involvement of the high school with such
programs.

Exchange students are not responsible for tuition if sponsored under an approved exchange
program while temporarily residing in the District with a host family. Exchange students must

meet the regulations and expectations of local students, including immunization requirements.

Exchange students are encouraged to participate in all student activities, provided they meet
the academic requirements.

The Board reserves the right to limit the number of exchange students in any given year.
Foreign exchange students not enrolled in a state-approved educational or exchange program

must be legally adopted by a resident of the Northwestern School District in order to be
eligible for athletics.

[Adoption date: December 13, 2004]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.20; 3313.535; 3313.64

CROSS REFS.: 1GDJ, Interscholastic Athletics
IGDK, Interscholastic Extracurricular Eligibility
JECB, Admission of Nonresident Students
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ADMISSION OF INTERDISTRICT/OPEN ENROLLMENT STUDENTS

Purpose

The Board believes that students, under certain prescribed circumstances, could benefit from
interdistrict open enrollment.

Authority

It is the intent and purpose of this policy to specify the general guidelines for the implementation
of interdistrict open enrollment for the Northwestern Local School District.

Responsibility

The Superintendent annually prepares or revises administrative guidelines to implement this
policy.

Interdistrict Open Enrollment Policy Compliance

The Board permits enrollment of students who are residents of school districts in Ohio provided
that program and grade level capacities permit additional enrollment.

The aforementioned capacities are stated in Board policy.

Board-adopted capacities are made available to District building administrators for their use in
enrolling students who are residents of school districts in Ohio.

Athletic Releases

The Board grants athletic releases according to OHSAA Bylaws to all resident students who
participate in the open-enrollment programs of Ohio school districts.

Bus Transportation

In compliance with Ohio Revised Code (RC) 3313.98, the Northwestern Local School District is
not required to alter established school bus routes. The student or his or her family may provide
transportation to an established, designated bus stop where space is available on the bus within
the Northwestern School District for the purpose of the student’s being transported to school. In
the event of use of private property, permission of the owner shall be obtained.
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Graduation Credits

The Board accepts all credits toward graduation from enrolled students who are residents of
school districts in Ohio.

Provision of Information

In compliance with RC 3313.98, the Board provides information regarding open-enrollment
policies and regulations to the Superintendents and boards of education of Ohio school districts
and, upon request, to parents of students who reside in school districts which are in Ohio.

Special Education Services

Pursuant to RC 3313.98, the Board denies the enrollment of a special education student who is a
resident of a school district that is in Ohio and who requires services that are not available in the
Northwestern Local School District. Students requiring special education services that are
offered in the Northwestern Local School District are obligated to attend the school building
where the services specified in the student’s IEP are available or are required to attend
Northwestern Local School District under the Peterson Scholarship or Autism Scholarship
programs — if approved by the Superintendent. Acceptance under these programs is determined
by the Northwestern Local School District’s individual and overall program capacity and the
District’s ability to serve the student within the existing program, personnel, financial structures
and limitations. District resources as well as student academic and social growth will be major
determining factors for acceptance in ensuing years.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]
[Re-adoption date: May 12, 1997]
[Re-adoption date: April 13, 1998]
[Re-adoption date: January 9, 2007]
[Re-adoption date: November 18, 2013]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.97;3313.98
Chapter 3327
OAC 3301-48-02
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ADMISSION OF INTERDISTRICT/OPEN ENROLLMENT STUDENTS

Guidelines for the transfer of students, based upon criteria established by the school’s
administration and in conjunction with recommendations from officials of the Ohio Department
of Education are listed below.

1.

Tier I

Applications for interdistrict transfer must be submitted to the Northwestern
Superintendent’s office between January 1 and June 1 for priority consideration.
Applications will be acted upon by June 15. One application must be submitted for
each student who requests an interdistrict transfer.

Tier 11

All applicants submitted between the dates of June 2 o July 31 will be considered by
the Superintendent according to merit of the applicant and additional factors — NOT
by order of application. These factors will include but are not limited to:

A. classroom space;

B. program space;

C. student discipline records;
D. student attendance records;
E. student academic performance records;

F.  connection to the District (e.g., parent, sibling or relative is a current or former
District student, works in the District, etc.) and

G. other information shared by parents, student and home district.

Tier [T

All applications submitted after August 1 may be considered for open enrollment only
following a meeting with the Superintendent for discussion of individual

circumstances surrounding student needs and unique situations, as well as availability
of seats within a particular program.
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If a parent of a native student moves to another school district in Ohio during the
school year, the student may apply to the Northwestern Local School District for open
enrollment status with the local district timelines waived.

Second semester transfers are not normally considered, however, on rare occasions
the Superintendent may consider an exception in extreme situations.

The administration determines building assignment, and there is no guarantee that the
building assignment will prevail in subsequent years.

All applicants are thoroughly researched by the building principal, which includes the
following information:

A. student grades and test scores;
B. discipline data;

C. attendance data and

D. student special education needs.

In addition, the building principal may require a meeting with the applicant and
parent/guardian.

The receiving school superintendent, upon acceptance, notifies the home school
superintendent of any student enrolled under open enrollment.

All resident students (students in the District entitled to attend Northwestern Local
Schools) are given preference on any school placement.

Interdistrict transfer may be permitted by the Superintendent slightly above the
threshold in particular instances. Otherwise, enrollment of the class (section) being
requested at the receiving district cannot exceed the following (with the exceptions of
specialized courses as approved by the Superintendent):

Grade Transfer Threshold
K 22
1-3 23
4-12 25

All grade level maximums are subject to adjustment and influenced by a variety of
factors — including specific programs, courses and student class attributes, as well as
existing structures and personnel.
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No student, once accepted by the receiving district, is displaced during the school
year should enrollment exceed the limits stated above.

Enrollment in a special program, i.e., gifted, LD, DH, etc., will be determined by
availability of the program in a given building or district.

The status of students enrolled in, or who could be enrolled in, consortium programs
in nonresident districts, such as special education programs, are not subject to this
policy.

Districts are not required to institute any special education programs to serve transfer
students. If a student is evaluated for placement in a special education program,
representatives of the district of residence must be invited to participate in the
placement meeting.

All approved transfers are in effect for one school year and may be discontinued at
the discretion of the Northwestern Local School District. Nonresident students must
re-apply each vear.

Tier I applicants, applying by June 1, shall be considered on a first-come, first-served
basis on the prioritizing system with an assurance that resident students will not be
displaced. All students applying after June 1 will be considered on a case-by-case
basis.

Application Considerations

A. Resident Students (native students — included students returning from other
options);

Note: In the case of elementary grades, students within the attendance area of
a given school have first priority followed by students participating in

intradistrict open enrollment.

B. Applicants who were residents of the District but moved to another Ohio school
district;

C. Applicants who have family members who are currently attending or previously
attended Northwestern Local Schools;

D. Other open enrollment applicants will be prioritized by the date their application
was received or by the discretion of the Superintendent or
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

File: JECBB-R
Participating districts will accept no responsibility for the transportation of students to
other districts unless it is deemed practical by the administration.
Applications may be rejected for any applicant who:
A. negatively impacts other student’s grades, program or building;

B. is deemed likely to pose disciplinary problems (i.e., documented discipline
history);

C. causes excessive enrollment in grade level, program or building;
D. is determined by the Superintendent to be detrimental to the student’s welfare or

E.  has missing, misleading or inaccurate information on the application or records
submitted.

The Ohio High School Athletic Association rules will determine athletic eligibility.
Questions concerning eligibility should be directed to the Association: Ohio High
School Athletic Association, 4080 Roselea Place, Columbus, Ohio 43217-3070.
Phone 614-267-2502.

The Board reserves the right to revoke the admission of any and all students from
another Ohio school district enrolled under this policy at any time by the

Superintendent’s recommendation.

Public Information

Information about the District’s educational programs and application procedures will
be available upon request.

Application Procedures

Deadlines:

January 15  Interested parents may request information/application materials
from the Superintendent’s office.

June 1 Open enrollment applications are due in the Superintendent’s
office.
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June 15

June 30

July 31

August 1

File: JECBB-R

Parents/guardians informed of acceptance or rejection;
acceptance is limited to one school year. For subsequent years,
an application must be resubmitted each year.

Waiting list established, if applicable.

Home district is notified of the grade level and number of
students accepted.

Parent must notify the District of their acceptance or rejection of
open enrollment. Failure to respond will forfeit their application
for that year.

Deadline for Tier II consideration

All applications on or after August 1 may be considered with the
Superintendent’s special approval only.

Friday, first week of school

Last day to inform parents/guardians that their application is
being revoked because student stations are no longer available
due to increased enrollment of students who reside within the
District.

(Approval date: May 9, 1994)
(Re-approval date: April 13, 1998)
(Re-approval date: June 28, 1999)
(Re-approval date: September 4, 2003)
(Re-approval date: November 16, 2006)
(Re-approval date: May 24, 2010)
(Re-approval date: November 18, 2013)
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NORTHWESTERN LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Interdistrict Open Enrollment Application (No Tuition Cost)

Note: This application must be returned by June 1 for priority consideration to:
Northwestern Board of Education, 7571 N. Elyria Rd., West, Salem, OH 44287

Today’s Date: Student SS# Student Date of Birth:

: JECBB-E

Student’s Name:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Complete Mailing Address:

Phone: Applying for open enrollment for the school year.

Present school district of residence:

School building presently attending:

Name of school building requested:

Grade level of student for the requested school year:

Student(s) must be enrolled in district of residence. Are they? Yes No

Special Education Program (if applicable):

Total number of days suspended or expelled this semester: last semester:

ODE Requirement: Birth City: Native Language:

Mother’s Maiden Name:

New High School students: please attach a copy of your latest grade card for scheduling purposes.

My signature certifies that [ have read and understand the Interdistrict Open Enrollment Regulations and

Guidelines. I understand that my child must be registered in my home district of residence.

Signature of Parent/Guardian:

sk sk sk sfe sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk s sk sk s sk skeosie sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeoske sk sk sk sk sk skeosk sk skosk sk skeoske sk sk sk sleosie sk skeosie sk sleosie sk sk sieosk sk sk sk sk skeoskeosk skeosk skoskoskokoskoskokoskeskokok
(FOR OFFICE USE ONLY)
SSID#
Received by: Date: Time:
Approved: Rejected:
Reason:
Signature of Official:

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio
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INTRADISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT APPLICATION
Note: This application must be returned by June 1 to the Board, 7571 N. Elyria Rd, West

Salem, OH 44287. Requests will be acted upon not later than June 15.

Student’s Name:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Address:

Phone: Applying for open enrollment beginning school year.

Present school building of residence:

Name of school building requested:

I am requesting that my child be permitted to attend Elementary
School, which is outside of his/her home attendance area because

Grade level of student for the requested school year:

sk 3k 3 sk s sk sk sk sk s sk s sk sk sk sk s sk s sk sk sk sk s sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk skoskeosk sk skok

APPLICATION MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN JUNE 1
Requests will be acted upon not later than June 15

Signature of Parent/Guardian:

sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skl sk skoskosk skok ko

(FOR OFFICE USE ONLY)
Received by: Date: Time:
Approved: Rejected:
Reason:
Signature of Official:
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ADMISSION OF STUDENTS
FROM NONCHARTERED OR HOME SCHOOLING

It is the policy of the Northwestern Board of Education to provide consistent application of the
prescribed conditions governing the rules for excuses from compulsory attendance for home
schooling/education and to safeguard the primary right of parents/guardians to provide the
education for their child(ren).

The Board operates under the State Board of Education Rules for Excuses from Compulsory
Attendance for Home Education, Ohio Administrative Code Regulations 3301-34-01 through
3301-34-06, which provide for the right of home education and imposes requirements that must
be fulfilled by the parent(s)/guardian(s) and student(s) electing this option. All applications for
home education by parent(s)/guardian(s) residing within the geographical area of the District
must be made through the Superintendent of the Tri-County Educational Service Center.

For the purpose of this policy, “home education” is defined as educational services directed and
delivered by the parent or guardian of a child who is of compulsory school age and is not
enrolled in a public or nonpublic school. “Nonpublic school” is defined as a school (chartered or
not chartered) which operates wholly or in major part outside the system of public schools
operated through local, state and federal public resources and under jurisdiction of the Ohio
Department of Education.

Children enrolled in nonpublic schools are not the direct educational responsibility of the
District. However, the Board and staff share an interest in their education and believe that public
school programs are available to all residents of the community if they choose to participate.
Therefore, the Board permits part-time enrollment, participation in school activities and access to
certain services by children educated in nonpublic schools or at home in accordance with the
Ohio Administrative Code as follows:

1. Consideration for part-time enrollment is subject to the building capacity and class or
program size and limitations. The final decision regarding admission and location of
part-time enrolled students rests with the Superintendent.

2. Students enrolling part-time must be residents of the District and follow regular
school enrollment requirements, comply with and be held accountable to the district
student code of conduct and be in accordance with the district guidelines as
determined by the Superintendent.
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The Superintendent is authorized to enroll a Northwestern Local School District resident student
who is being educated at home or at another public school or at a nonpublic school in selected
courses. Enrollment in courses is governed by capacity limits established by the Superintendent
each year. Only full-time students (6 1/2 hours) or students enrolled in the state-approved
postsecondary options program are allowed to participate in extracurricular activities. Home
schooled/nonpublic school students may participate in District cocurricular activities pending
approval from the Superintendent.

Students earning less than 11 high school credits are not considered for valedictorian or

salutatorian honors.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]
[Re-adoption date: September 4, 2003]
[Re-adoption date: January 9, 2007]

LEGAL REF.: OAC 3301-34-06

CROSS REFS.: IGBG, Home-Bound Instruction
IGCF, Home Instruction
IGD, Cocurricular and Extracurricular Activities
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ADMISSION OF STUDENTS
FROM NONCHARTERED OR HOME SCHOOLING

Procedures for Placement of Students Enrolling from Home Education

Prior to or at the time of part-time enrollment, the child(ren) and parent(s) or guardian(s) shall be
provided a copy of policy JECBC and it’s regulations (JECBC-R) along with a copy of the
current building student handbook.

The following procedures and regulations will be observed in administering policy JECBC:

1.

Application forms must be completed by the parent(s)/guardian(s) and submitted to
the Superintendent on or before August 1 prior to the intended school year of
enrollment.

Students enrolling part-time must be residents of the District, follow regular school
enrollment requirements and will be assigned on a space-available basis. If legal

residence is not maintained, enrollment will be terminated pursuant with ORC
3313.64.

Part-time enrollment is allowed one time each school year and is expected to be for
the remainder of that school year. Attendance must begin with the first week of the
school quarter or semester or program or within one week of the date on which the
child(ren)’s parent(s)/guardian(s) become legal residents of the District.

Part-time enrollment is allowed without regard for the child(ren)’s status as home-
educated or enrolled in a nonpublic school, and the Northwestern Local School
District assumes no responsibility for the education of the child enrolled part-time
except for the course(s) in which the child is enrolled.

Approval of part-time enrollment for home-educated students will not be approved if
classroom student capacity levels exceed 25 students per class (band/choir are not
enrollment limited course offerings).

Students enrolling part-time must comply with and be held accountable to the District
Student Code of Conduct.

Part-time students in grades K-12 are expected to complete all coursework normally
required of all students and will be graded similarly for the courses enrolled.

A student’s grade point average is established for award and class rank purposes only
after the student has enrolled full-time and attended school in the District for three
consecutive semesters.



9. Itis recommended that students take prerequisite coursework normally required prior
to course enrollment, or provide documentation as to completion of the required
prerequisite courses.
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10. A part-time enrolled student is entitled to special education and related services under
IDEA, classroom accommodation under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and/or
District intervention assistance team services subject to applicable eligibility
requirements and parental consent.

11. Transportation of a child enrolled part-time is the responsibility and obligation of the
parent(s)/guardian(s). When the child(ren)’s schedule at school is compatible with
established routes and schedules of the District’s bus transportation and a space is
available, the child(ren) may be permitted to use District transportation.
Arrangements for transportation are to be made with the District Transportation
Coordinator.

12. Attendance for activities outside the regular school day which may be required for
children enrolled in curricular programs or for activities during the regular school day
which may be required for children participating in extracurricular programs are the
responsibility of the child/parent/legal guardian.

13.  The child enrolled part-time is subject to all policies of the Board (including those
pertaining to enrollment, immunizations, grading, attendance, fees, conduct) and all
procedures (including those pertaining to medical emergency information, program
eligibility, reporting absence, consequences imposed for discipline) of the school and
the District. Attendance, ethnic and performance data for each child enrolled in
public schools in Ohio are collected for building, District and state reports.

14. A child enrolled part-time is permitted to participate at no cost in all District-wide
achievement testing programs conducted by the District during the regular testing
cycle with the parent/guardian responsible for making arrangements for participation
with the school.

15. A child enrolled part-time is required to take the Ohio proficiency tests required for
all students at the grade level at which enrolled unless the child is excused under
ORC 3301.0711(C)(1) or (2).

16. To e eligible for a grade point average for class rank or for valedictorian or
salutatorian honors, a student must enroll full-time for the last three consecutive
semesters, excluding summer school.

17. A parent/guardian will provide written notice to withdraw a student from part-time
enrollment. An exit interview with the parent/guardian may be requested upon

withdrawal.

Full-Time District Enrollment or Re-Enrollment of Students from Home Education

1. The District enrolls or re-enrolls a child who has been home educated without
discrimination or prejudice. The Superintendent determines the appropriate



placement of such students in accordance with Section 3319.01 of the Ohio Revised
Code.
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2. The District may require the child to take any or all of the nationally normed,
standardized achievement tests that are regularly scheduled for District students of
similar age.

3. Returning students are encouraged to re-enter at the beginning of a grading period.

Placement of Students Enrolling from Home Education

Grades K-8

1. Initial placement is made by the Superintendent or designated building principal
based upon:

A. the age-appropriate grade level;

B. review of the results of the most recent annual academic assessment report
required by the superintendent of the Tri-County Educational Service Center;

C. the age of the child;

D. results of standardized achievement tests, if provided, compared to District
students of similar age and

E. an interview with the child or parent/guardian and/or other evaluation information
that may include, but is not limited to, review of the student’s work portfolio and
other evaluative methods used with the consent of the parent/guardian to
determine preparation and prerequisites for the courses or grade level requested.

2. If the assessment report is absent, incomplete or unclear, the District may administer
one or more achievement tests to determine the student’s readiness for a specific
grade. Initial placements may be modified based on assessments results or based on
recommendations from the classroom teacher(s) and building principal regarding the
student’s performance during the initial placement.

Grades 9-12

1. Grade-level assignment is determined by the age-appropriate grade level and the
number of credits a student has earned. The minimum number of credits required for
assignments to each grade level above the ninth is as follows:

Grade 10 5 credits required
Grade 11 10 credits required
Grade 12 15 credits required



The award of credits is based on evidence included in the academic assessment report
and other evaluation information, as deemed necessary by the District, submitted no
later than four weeks prior to actual enrollment.
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2. Awarding course credits at the high school level for work completed during approved
home education is determined by the following:
A.  The high school principal, counselor, teacher and others, as deemed appropriate
by the high school principal or Superintendent, will review all pertinent
information and make a decision concerning class placement and awarding credits

for work completed while home educated.

B.  Parents must provide an academic assessment report for each class taken. This
information includes, but is not limited to:

1) a portfolio of work done;

2) sample tests and test scores;

3) resources and books used in the class;

4) samples of student work;

5) standardized test scores;

6) courses of study;

7) the number of hours of coursework in each subject and
8) grades from previous schools.

Parents may request that their child be administered a semester or final exam to
help determine awarding of credit.

C.  Credits given for coursework in grades 9-12 completed under the direction of a
home educator are given a grade of P/F (Pass/Fail) and transcripts denote home
education grades and credits assigned.

D. Eligibility for National Honor Society is established only after three consecutive
semesters prior to the semester in which induction is made.

E.  Students who request placement in accelerated level courses are required to
provide evidence, as determined by the District, and/or readiness for the requested
course.

F.  Students without adequate academic assessment reports and records, as
determined by the District, are temporarily placed in a grade and in classes. The
student may not take nay advanced level or mid-sequence courses during a
temporary placement. During temporary placement, the student’s credits will be

Northwestern Local School District, West Salem, Ohio



verified by more complete assessment records and/or by arranging for staff
assessments.

(Approval date: September 4, 2003)
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ADMISSION OF INTRADISTRICT STUDENTS

The Board believes that students should be permitted to attend their school of choice within the
District. The Board will permit students to apply for attendance at their school of choice based
upon criteria established by the school administration. The specific criteria shall be consistent
with State law and shall include:

1. application procedures, including deadlines for application and for notification of
students and principals of alternative schools whenever a student’s application is
accepted. Only students wishing to attend another school need apply.

2. procedures for admitting applicants to other schools include but are not limited to:

A. establishing District capacity limits by grade level, school building and educational
program;

B. requiring that students enrolled in a school building or living in the attendance area
of the school building established by the Board be given preference over applicants
and

C. ensuring that an appropriate racial balance is maintained in the District schools.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]
[Re-adoption date: August 13, 2019]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.64; 3313.65; 3313.97
OAC 3301-48-01

CROSS REFS.: IE, Organization of Facilities for Instruction
IGBJ, Title I Programs
IGDJ, Interscholastic Athletics
JECC, Assignment of Students to Schools
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ADMISSION OF INTRADISTRICT STUDENTS

The Board of Education will determine attendance areas for the various schools of the District.
Boundary lines will be recommended by the Superintendent, who will take into consideration the
best use of school facilities, the equalization of enrollments in classrooms, natural barriers and
traffic hazards and patterns. Except as the foregoing factors influence boundary lines, the area
established should permit each student to attend the school nearest his/her place of residence.

Students are expected to attend the school in the area in which they live, with such individual
exceptions as fall within the Board policy.

Individual exceptions include:
1. Special education placement needs of students.
2. Child care arrangements should be made according to the following criteria:

A. Notification to Superintendent’s office must be made by May 1 of the child care
giver’s address for the following school year.

B. After May 1, changes cannot be made if the change is to a different attendance area
(not home school).

C. All exceptions must have prior approval of the Superintendent/designee and must be
for legitimate childcare purposes (not for teacher and school preference). Assignment
of teachers and students is the legal responsibility of the Superintendent of Schools.

3. Parental requests should be made according to the following criteria:

A. Parents of students may apply for placement in other attendance areas where unused
student stations exist.

B. Unused student stations will be determined to exist if the existing or anticipated
student ratios are less than the following:

24:1 kindergarten through 3rd grade
26:1 for grades 4 through 6

However, special educational needs of students, number of students with disabilities
as well as consideration of specialized program capacity may impact this capacity.
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C. Parents shall agree to have their students remain a minimum of one year in their
chosen school.

D. Parents shall agree to provide transportation for their child to and from school unless
a previously established bus route exists with space available.

E. Requests for the following school year shall be submitted to the Superintendent’s
office.

F.  Attendance of a student in a school, other than his/her home school, shall have the
approval of the Superintendent/designee and shall be granted on a year-to-year basis.

G. Special consideration may be given to the children of resident employees for
attending the school in which the employed parent works.

Intradistrict Open Enrollment Process

Step I The parent makes an inquiry by contacting the Board office or school for an
application. These may also be completed online.

Step II Parent sends completed application to Board office: Application is date stamped
when received.

Step 111 Applications are accepted through the summer months. In three groups: Mayl,
Julyl, Friday prior to start of school. The enrollment, in effect on the last Friday
before the beginning of school, will serve as the basis for reviewing requests for
that school year.

Applications submitted during the school year will be reviewed on an individual
basis. A face-to-face meeting with parents, student, and building principal and/or
the Superintendent will be required after school has begun.

Applications for the following school year will be accepted as of June 1.

Selection Criteria

1)  employee child

2)  number of years in building being requested for prior years
3) other siblings in building being requested

4)  date of request

The selection criteria listed above will be used if applications exceed available
student stations.
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Step IV Application approved/not approved by Superintendent/designee; copy sent to parent
and affected principals.

Applications are approved for a period of one academic year. Subsequent
applications must be submitted annually according to approved guidelines.

Step V Date of transfer is the first day of school for students. During the school year, the
principal of the home school contacts parent to set transfer date (upon completion of

checkout procedures).

Transportation Guidelines

The District will provide transportation according to the following guidelines:

1. Students will only be picked up at an existing stop on an existing route and if space is
available on the bus.

2. The bus stop can be no further than one-half mile from the student’s home.

3.  The walk area traveled by a student from home to the bus stop cannot include hazard areas
as defined by the transportation department. Example: walking along Routes 30, 250, 301,
302, 539 or 604.

4. When a stop is abolished as a result of a move or change of status of a student for which
the stop was originally established, the stop ceases to exist for the purpose of open

enrollment. In this situation the parent must provide transportation, or the student will be
transferred to his/her home school.

(Approval date: May 9, 1994)
(Re-approval date: August 13, 2019)
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ASSIGNMENT OF STUDENTS TO SCHOOLS

The Board will approve attendance areas. Students will attend the school which serves the
attendance area in which their parents or legal guardians reside or, upon acceptance, the student
may attend another school pursuant to the District’s intradistrict enrollment policy.

The Superintendent has authority to assign students to schools. The Superintendent or
Superintendent’s designee is authorized to make exceptions on the basis of hardship and student
need and to assign a student to a school outside his or her own attendance area.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.49; 3313.64; 3313.65; 3313.97
3319.01

CROSS REFS.: JC, School Attendance Areas
JECBD, Admission of Intradistrict Students
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STUDENT WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL
(Loss of Driving Privileges)

When the Superintendent of the District receives information that a student of compulsory school
age has withdrawn from school, the Superintendent must, within two weeks after the withdrawal,
notify the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and the juvenile judge of the County in which the District
is located. Such notification is not necessary if a student has withdrawn because of a change of
residence, or the student is enrolled in and attending, in accordance with school policy, an
approved program to obtain a diploma or its equivalent.

Notification to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and the County judge must comply with ORC
3319.321 and with the U.S. Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) and
accompanying regulations.

After receiving such information from the Superintendent, the Registrar of Motor Vehicles is
required to suspend the temporary instruction permit or driver’s license of the student who is the
subject of the notice. If a temporary permit or license has not been issued to that student, the
Registrar is prohibited from issuing a temporary permit or a license. Any denial of driving
privileges would remain in effect until the student reaches 18 or until the denial of driving
privileges is terminated for another reason allowable under the Ohio law.

In compliance with Ohio law, a student whose driving privileges have been denied can file a
petition with the juvenile court in whose jurisdiction he or she resides.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3319.321
3321.13
4507.061
20 USC 1232g, 34 CFR Part 99
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STUDENT ABSENCES AND EXCUSES

Regular attendance by all students is very important. In many cases, irregular attendance is the
major reason for poor school work; therefore, all students are urged to make appointments, do
personal errands, etc., outside of school hours.

According to this policy, the following definitions apply:
Habitual Truant:

1. Absent 30 or more consecutive hours without a legitimate excuse

2. Absent 42 or more hours in one school month without a legitimate excuse

3. Absent 72 or more hours in one school year without a legitimate excuse

Excessive Absence:

1. Absent 38 or more hours in one school month with or without a legitimate excuse

2. Absent 65 or more hours in one school year with or without a legitimate excuse

Reasons for which students may be excused include, but are not limited to:
1. personal illness of the student;
2. illness in the student’s family necessitating the presence of the child;
3. needed at home to perform necessary work directly and exclusively for parents or
legal guardians for a limited period of time when approved by the Superintendent

(applies to students over 14 years of age only);

4. death in the family (applies to absences of up to 18 school hours unless a reasonable
cause may be shown for a longer absence);

9]

quarantine for contagious disease;

6. observance of religious holidays consistent with a student’s truly held religious belief;

7. traveling out of state to attend a Board-approved enrichment activity or
extracurricular activity (applies to absences of up to 24 school hours);
8. college visitation;
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9. absences due to a student’s placement in foster care or change in foster care
placement or any court proceedings related to their foster care status;

10. absences due to a student being homeless or
11. as determined by the Superintendent.

Each student who is absent must immediately, upon return to school, make arrangements with
his/her teacher(s) to make up work missed. Students who are absent from school for reasons
not permitted by State law may, or may not, be permitted to make up work. Each case is
considered on its merits by the principal and the respective teacher(s). Students are requested
to bring a note to school after each absence explaining the reason for the absence or tardiness.

The Board does not believe that students should be excused from school for vacations or other
nonemergency trips. The responsibility for such absences resides with the parent(s), and they
must not expect any work missed by their child to be retaught by the teacher. If the school is
notified in advance of such a trip, reasonable efforts are made to prepare a general list of
assignments for the student to do while he/she is absent.

The Board authorizes the Superintendent to establish a hearing and notification procedure for
the purpose of denying a student’s driving privileges if that student of compulsory school age
has been absent without legitimate excuse for more than 60 consecutive hours during a school
month or a total of at least 90 hours during a school year.

[Adoption date: May 9, 1994]
[Re-adoption date: December 9, 1996]
[Re-adoption date: September 7, 2006]
[Re-adoption date: June 28, 2010]
[Re-adoption date: March 18, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: April 16, 2018]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.609
3321.01; 3321.03; 3321.04; 3321.13; 3321.14; 3321.19; 3321.38
4510.32
OAC 3301-69-02

CROSS REFS.: IGAC, Teaching About Religion
IKB, Homework
JEDB, Student Dismissal Precautions
JHC, Student Health Services and Requirements

JHCC, Communicable Diseases
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STUDENT ABSENCES AND EXCUSES

A limitation is placed on number of absences from class. After a student exceeds the
maximum number of absences from any one class, the student will not receive credit for the
class work for each and every day of absence from that class after the maximum number
allowed.
The maximum number allowed for classes are as follows:

1.  Ten days per semester-long course

2. 20 days per year-long course

3. After 20 absences from a year-long course, and 10 absences from a semester course,

students will not receive credit for that course.

The following absences would not be counted in the total allowed:

1. any student having a serious, prolonged illness and under a physician’s care and with
a physician’s certificate according to the scope of the illness;

2. absence due to school activity, as approved by the principal;

3. in the event of unusual circumstances, the principal of the building may exempt
students from this policy or

4. days missed due to administration of discipline, i.e., suspension, by building
principals are not to be included in maximum number.

Students may be excused for up to five school days for vacation purposes if a request is
presented to the building principal for consideration in advance of the time requested.

Students, while on approved vacations, must be accompanied by one or both of their parents or
legal guardian(s). All time used for vacations which result in time absent from school time will
count in the 10-20 day policy limit as noted under section for absenteeism.

Parents are to be notified, by letter, of ongoing student absences according to the following
schedule, which does not include absences excused by administration.

1. Atseven days absent.
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2. 10 or more days absent: Any absences in excess of 10 days may result in a truancy
mediation meeting. This is at the discretion of the building principal. This meeting
may include court and/or social services representatives, school administration and

includes both parent and student.

The administration reserves the authority to notify the registrar of motor vehicles to
revoke/suspend driving privileges of habitually or chronically truant students, according to

ORC 3319.321.

(Approval date: May 9, 1994)
(Re-approval date: June 12, 1995)
(Re-approval date: September 7, 2006)
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TRUANCY

The Board endeavors to reduce truancy through cooperation with parents, diligence in
investigating the causes of absence and use of strict guidelines in regard to tardiness and
unexcused absence.

When the Board determines that a student has been truant and that the parent, guardian or other
person having care of a child has failed to ensure the child’s attendance at school, State law
authorizes the Board to require the parent to attend a specified educational program.

This program has been established according to the rules adopted by the State Board of
Education for the purpose of encouraging parental involvement in compelling the child’s
attendance at school.

On the request of the Superintendent, or when it comes to the attention of the school attendance
officer or other appropriate officer of the District, the designated officer must investigate any
case of supposed truancy within the District and must warn the child, if found truant, and the
child’s parent in writing of the legal consequences of being a “habitual” or a “chronic” truant.

A “habitual “ truant is any child of compulsory school age who is absent without a legitimate
excuse for five or more consecutive school days, seven or more school days in one month or 12
or more school days in a school year.

A “chronic” truant is any child of compulsory school age who is absent without legitimate
excuse for seven or more consecutive school days, 10 or more school days in one month or 15
or more school days in a school year.

The parent is required to have the child attend school immediately after notification. If the
parent fails to get the child to attend school, the attendance officer or other appropriate officer,
if directed by the Superintendent or the Board, must send notice requiring the child’s parent to
attend a parental education program.

For the correction of the “habitually truant” unruly child, the courts may now order the Board
to require the child to attend an alternative school if one has been established.

The courts may order the “habitually truant” child not to be absent without legitimate excuse
from school for five or more consecutive days, seven or more school d